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April is Autism Acceptance Month. I'm not sure what that means
as | can’t imagine not accepting autism as a way of being, a way
of experiencing the world. But | also know that many individuals
need help along the way. Please take some time this month (and
every month) to thank the schools, services, and programs that
work hard all year long to help autistic children, teens, and adults
become independent and accomplish great things. And just for
fun, here is a photo of lan recreating the Marindale Early
Intervention Autism Class reading circle for his special students.

Now that you're smiling: Help us meet a $7,500 challenge from the Miranda Lux Foundation. To
unlock this $7,500 grant, we need to raise $7,500 to match. Your donations will be matched dollar
for dollar. The Miranda Lux grant supports our Make and Share Vocational Training Project. This
unique project, teaches woodworking, computer-aided design (CAD), and computer-aided light
manufacturing (CAM) by creating products to donate to our community. Production is well underway
on two projects:

Custom iPad Screen Guards: In collaboration with the Tech Resource
Center Marin, a program of the Marin County Office of Education, we
are designing and producing acrylic screen guards for use with touch
screen monitors. These screen guards are specifically designed to
assist physically challenged individuals when using iPads and other
touch activated devices.

Art Boxes: These are assembled and ready-to-decorate
wooden boxes that can be used by school and nonprofit art
programs to create dioramas. Students learn to measure,
cut, and assemble projects. They learn to use the laser
cutter and the ShopBot, a robotic cutting tool.

The boxes are 8" x 11" x 4.5" The back is MDF which is
very good to paint on. The sides are 1/2" plywood. They
include a separate piece of MDF 7" x 10" which can be
painted separately and then glued inside the box after
painting. Our first order will be delivered to Oak Hill School
this summer!

For our ACAP students the spring semester is quickly drawing to a
close and the ACAP students are busy preparing for finals and
finishing up their assignments. We have all learned a lot this
semester, not just the coursework but also the finer points helping
our students navigate college.



Throughout the year, College of Marin Student Accessibility Service (SAS) has been a fabulous
partner. Stormy Miller, Director of SAS and her team have helped us find accommodations that
work for our students and provided a supportive and accepting environment that fosters intellectual
growth and independence. This semester we have students in two different math classes, a C++
programming class, and a music class. Four of our students are working towards their AA degrees.

Besides going to school our ACAP students have been working on life skills like grocery shopping
and cooking. On the Friday excursions they have visited the Asian Art Museum, the Charles Schultz
‘Peanuts’ Museum, the Bay Model in Sausalito, the de Young Museum, the Legion of Honor, and
many other cool places. They have also hiked through Samuel P. Taylor Park, Marin Headlands
and Point Reyes. Excursion Fridays with Sara are a hit at Autistry!

View ACAP at the Legion of Honor on our Youtube Page
Our students in the Core Workshop Program have been busy creating amazing projects. Steven
completed the stop motion animation short, Kirby vs The Dark Mattarmy and is now working on a

new narrative film.

View the short on our Youtube Page


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui_UIklstX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mt5baHZ1UCo



